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More comprehensive than any other book on this topic, Los Angeles and the Automobile places the

evolution of Los Angeles within the context of American political and urban history.
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I have been researching the development of modern cities and this book provided a different

perspective than most in this category. Provides excellent background of the social, economic and

political forces that made America's first major auto dependent city. This book was written during the

Reagan administration and takes a sympathetic and somewhat idealized view of the automobile and

sprawl with no discussion or acknowledgement of draw backs even though it is quick to point out

the failings of mass transit and New Deal policies. Bottles assumes the supremacy of the

automobile and does not seem to be aware that in Asia and Europe there are several examples

which contest his ultimate conclusion. Still it is a valuable book and worth reading and study.

Why did the urban transportation system in Los Angeles die? This book takes a very multifaceted

approach and looks beyond the automobile as its cause. The title is a little misleading. The book

covers the downfall of public transpiration in California and how the car impacted life in southern

California. There is actually very little urban analysis done here but it covers the public policy of

early 1900's very well. You get a sense for how the municipalities and federal government

responded in California and see the way in which the auto shaped those policies. The auto was very



influential in the downfall of public transportation and I was surprised to see how many auto related

interests owned stakes in public transport companies. For those just getting started on urban history

this is a good book to start with and he sites the great source on suburbs Crabgrass Frontier (well

worth the time to read). Very well written and fun especially if you grew up around LA.

OK, I have to issue a full disclosure here; the author is my brother. But that said Scott has written a

great little book. We grew up in LA and had always heard stories about how the auto companies

ruined public transportation in LA in order to sell more cars. Scott decided to check that story out

while he was studying for a PhD in history at UCLA. The result is this book. So if you want to know

the truth about how LA came to be the automobile centered city it is, read his book. Cheers!

Arrived in perfect condition, exactly as advertised. Thanks!
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